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Political life online in
Chile many Muslim countries

The internet is an increasingly important part of political life for a growing number
of citizens around the world. In some countries, many government agencies and
civic groups are online, while in others there are very few online resources for
researching public policy options. Wired polities, whether democratic or
authoritarian, have several kinds of public organizations online, such as libraries,

government agencies, civic groups, and political parties. For each country we determined
whether there were websites for five branches of the government (legislative, judiciary,
and executive branches, as well as the revenue authority and foreign affairs ministry); the

five largest libraries; the major and minor political parties; and civic groups working in or
based in each country. Wired polities also have the capacity to maintain an information

has become strong and
vibrant. In 2000, the
online public sphere in
Muslim countries
included fewer than 50
political parties. By 2007,
there were over 200
parties online, and the
majority of them were
secular.
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infrastructure for their own government. Even though every country in the world has been
assigned a top-level domain name, not all have the organizational capacity to host their
own government Web sites. Wired polities have the state capacity to host major
government Web sites in-country, and nations without this capacity are dependent on
hosting services in other countries.
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