
Blogger Arrests
Around the World
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Unfortunately, one way to assess the political importance 
of blogging around the world is through the growing 
number of blogger arrests. Since 2003, 64 citizens 
unaffiliated with news organizations have been arrested 
for their blogging activities.

The topics of these blog posts vary, as do the kind of 
criminal charges and punishments handed down. 
Altogether 940 months of jail time has been served by 
bloggers around the world. China, Egypt and Iran 
account for more than half of all the arrests since 2003.

These bloggers expose bureaucratic corruption or 
human rights abuses and express opinions about 
political figures and public policy options. They post 
reports and photos from social protests. They write 
about political artwork, or share images and texts that 
some feel violate cultural norms.
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Over the last five years, the average 
prison time for “citizen journalists” was 
fifteen months.


